Appendix:
Figurative and Idiomatic Expressions

A notable characteristic of the speech of well-educated native Chinese is their fre-
quent use of figurative and idiomatic verb + complement expressions. This aspect
of Chinese grammar was covered in Chapter 12, Part I of this book. This appendix
is intended to provide students with a bit more exposure to the usage of this type
of expressions. As such, it is an extension of section 12.4. The list of figurative and
idiomatic verb + complement expressions is selected from the table in section 12.3,
and it is re-arranged alphabetically by the complement component of these expres-
sions.

1. & chi: 758 caicha to guess correctly

¢ WA —FERNHT, RARRRGE T, LERAHT.
Ta yiwéi yi kan wode yangzi, jiu cai-de-cha wode beijing, qishi ta cai-cuole.
She thought that as soon as she saw what I looked like, she could guess my back-
ground, but in fact she guessed wrong.

2. & & chilai: £k suan-chilai to calculate, to figure out; & 7~ & kan-bu-
chiilai can't tell by looking; {7~ & shud-bu-chilai cannot say
o IRIFILIRER AN 5K B AT AT S S
Ni suan-busuan-de-chiilai women qit Méigué lixing yitang dé hua dudshio qian?
Can you calculate how much we will have to pay for a trip to America?
¢ WP, RAATERWAANE T & H !
Ta hén didiao, ni zhén kan-bu-chiilai ta shi ge baiwan fuwéng!
She is very low-keyed, you really can’t see that she is a millionaire!

¢ BRTEXFMREZT, TRAEMNARTHER TN, KRR
X 8] 7
Suiran Zhonggué fumi dou hén ai haizi, késhi tamen zhén shuo-bu-chilai “Biobei,
wo ai ni”’ zheiju hua.
Although Chinese parents all love their children, they really can’t come right out
and say “Precious, I love you.”

3. 2 chiqu: 25 3 2 huo-chiiqu to go for broke, to take out all the stops
¢ IREFEHUNAT, FIARRZBREHT .

Zhe shi wo zuihoude jthui le, sudyi wo juéding huo-chiiqu pinle.
This was my last chance, so I decided to give it my all even if I had to kill myself.
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4. 3| dao: 77~ 3] ban-bu-dao cannot do
o M H TR, XAMALIEFTIRER, AXEREA DTG

% 15, Tade béijing hén shénmi, guanxi-wing y& feichang qiangda, zai zheli jin
méiyou ta ban-bu-daode shiqing.

His background is very mysterious and his network of connections is exceedingly
strong. There is simply nothing that he can’t do here.

5. /3 de: 47~ 4% shé-bu-de can’t bear to part with; <&~ 13 yao-bu-de dreadful, un-

acceptable

¢ BMAEZZETAFT, RAZETFENT RN TAA SILELRT,
Women zai zheli zhiile banian le, tirdn yao likai zheige ké’aide jia zhén youdianr
shé-bu-de.
We've lived here eight years now; having to suddenly leave this lovely home is
really a bit hard to bear.

¢ BFRARI S, UHLRRIT, SHORFT 7R,
Haizi jiushi bu tinghua, fumu yé€ bunéng da ta, zheiyangde jiaoyu fangfa yao-bu-de.
Even if a child is disobedient, parents cannot hit him; such an educational
method is not acceptable.

6. 7 dido: F247 koudido to deduct

¢ A#HO6000T, foipitfk ERFe NAFTIFH, REEH FHRA
47007C £ % o
Yuéxin 6000 yuan, koudiao shébio yibdao hé gerén su6dé-shui, zuihou nadao-shoude
zhiyou 4700 yuan zudyou.
A monthly salary of 6,000 yuan, but after deducting social security, medical in-
surance and individual income tax, one ends up with a take-home pay of only
about 4,700 yuan.

7. 3 dong: 77 3l dai-dong to spur, to bring along; 3 7~%) quan-bu-dong unable to
persuade

¢ BURRFAES LT AF A8 X > L b) Bk .
Zhengfu fachi qiché chinye kéyi dai-dong xiangguan chanyede fazhan.
Government support for the automobile industry can spur development of related
industries.

¢ RF DT LS AR ARG, AZIBIEEBRAKRT, RAATH.
W0 kiikou-péxinde quan ta jieyan jiejiti, dan ta yanyin jitlyin tai da le, génbén quan-
bu-dong.
I tried and tried to persuade him to give up smoking and drinking, but his ad-
diction to both tobacco and alcohol was too strong, and he simply couldn’t be
persuaded.




¢

¢

8.
compare with, not up to; /% 7~ it xin-bu-guéd cannot trust

9.
to awaken, to regain consciousness; Bf &1 iT & mingbai-guolai to suddenly have a clear
understanding; & #33iL 5 kan-de-gudqu passably presentable; 3,7~ it % shud-bu-
guoqu can't be justified or explained away
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it guod: #X 7~ 1T do-bu-gud unable to endure (hard times); tt. 7~ 1% bi-bu-gud can’t

EARBFRIFRE, ATREARLIIM T.

Yishéng shuo wo fuginde bingqing hén zhong, you kénéng ao-bu-guo zheige yue le.
The doctor said my fathers illness is very serious. Its possible that he won't be
able to get through this month.

% F 0GB AN AT B AT — AN T AR L Rt 4 4,

Duobande Nitiyué-rén juéde shijie-shangde renhé yige chéngshi dou bi-bu-guo Nitiyué.
The majority of New Yorkers feel that no other city in the world can compare
with New York.

ZRERLR, LR X L — REA LR RIZT

Yaoshi ta xin-bu-guo ni, yé bihui ba zheme da yibiqidn jiaogéi ni 1ai téuzi.

If he didn’t trust you, he wouldnt have given you such a big sum of money to invest.

1T guo +2k lai/ qu: % it 2 yin-gudqu to pass out, to faint; BZ it & xing-guolai

W—F | hikhRidk, EARFER?

.....

She faints at the sight of blood; how can she study to be a doctor?
RERBER ST, S FRAE KRG HERAERT
Wo zuétian wanshang hé duo le, jinzao xing-guolaide shihou téuténg-sile.

I drank too much last night, and when I woke up this morning I had a dreadful
headache.

ZHIEMARFARLEIRET, ok, RREEBET
Jingli rang ta mingtian biyong lai shangban le, ta cai mingbai-guolai, yuanlai ta bei
jiégu le.

The manager said that he needn’t come to work tomorrow anymore, and only
then did he realize that he had been fired.

WA FH S, NI, RIFLAFIEE, RAALT .

Ta you ché you fang, rén you hiao, zhangde yé kan-de-guoqu, ni jiu bié tiao le.

He has a house and a car and he’s a good person, and he’s not bad looking either,
so you shouldn’t be so choosy anymore.

W B A TR 6945, a8 RAfATE 25 T AL R4,

Ta shi yinwei gongzuo shoude shang, gongsi bugéi ta fu yiyaofei shi shuo-bu-guoqude.
He was injured because of his work; there is no excuse for the company not pay-
ing his medical expenses.
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10. %F hiio: #(%F T zuohiole finished making (something)

BB T — R, KT AR T
Mama huale yizhéngtian, zhongyid ba nianyefan zuohaole.

Mother spent a whole day and finally finished cooking the New Year’s Eve dinner.
R ji: &7~ R Vbi-bu-ji can’t make it in time; 257~ &_déng-bu-ji too impatient to wait
AL FI NGB EATRT , RAEITFE,

Xianzai zuo diti€ qu jichiang kongpa lai-bu-ji le, ni zhijie da ché qu ba.

If you take the Metro to the airport now, you probably won’t make it. You should
go directly by taxi.

RAANE RSN K F RN ARAT, RAELRT !

W6 fang chiinjia yao gén péngyou qut Aozhou liixing, wé dou déng-bu-jile.

At spring vacation I'm going to take a trip to Australia with friends; I just can’t wait!

12. JF kai: & ~JF li-bu-kai cannot be away from; %>~ fen-bu-kai cannot distin-
guish; # JF kan-kai to come around to accepting an unpleasant situation; 28JF 7 xiding-
kaile to have thought through, resigned (to a misfortune)

NG T REFFIR KRS BAEALRE, TAXBFITT RINT .
Cong xiangxia laide yéye nainai bi tai xiguan zhuzai chéngli, késhi you li-bu-kai
ké’aide siinzi.

The grandpa and grandma, who have come from the countryside, are not used to
living in the city, but they can’t bear to leave the cute grandson.

WATH T AL A — AP, AR — AN 2L TIT

Tamen lid kéyi shud shi yijian-zhongqing, gang rénshi yige xingqr jiu féen-bu-kaile.
One could say that it was love at first sight for those two, just one week after they
met, they became inseparable.

AL 8 I A AR T, BN AT — L. EHEHLT
¥, REMERLFHE,

Tingshuo tade niipéngyou b ta shuiile, wémen dou quan ta kan-kai yidisinr. Lio-
hua shudde hio, tianya héchu wi fangcio.

Having heard that his girlfriend ditched him, we all urged him to accept it and
not feel bad. This old saying is quite appropriate: “Fragrant grass can be found
anywhere.”

BAREARRER I, BALAFT, RELILERHITT
Suiran wo bi tai xthuan niixi, danshi y& xifing-kaile, zhiyao nii’ér xingfd jit xing le.
I don’t much like my son-in-law, but I've come to terms with it. It’s okay as long
as my daughter is happy.
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13. & lai: 35 4~ & tan-bu-lai incompatible (don't have much in common); 4t #F & chii-
de-lai can get along; 5~7~& hé-bu-lai incompatible; 7 & rélai to incur (trouble)

¢ HMF— Rk L @HRFF R FRELEAIALET R VB, £
RBEERT TR
Tamen diyici jianmian jit hén tan-de-lai. Neitian wanshang liingge rén dou héle
bushao jiti, zhénshi jiti-féng-zhiji-qianbei-shao.
When they first met they hit it off right away. That evening they both drank quite
a lot, and it was truly “When meeting a bosom buddy over wine, a thousand
cups is not enough.”

¢ MALINBTITTAFMA, TAMERR, FTFAR TAHT
P2 F— A Péngyou géi ta jieshaole haojige nanpéngyou, késhi dou tan-bu-lai,
sudyi dao xianzai ta haishi danshén yirén.
Friends have introduced quite a few male friends to her, but she didn’t hit it off
with any of them, so to this day she is still single.

¢ MARITH —RBMAT, BERAAAAGKEEETER, BiEIL
Ak A & F . Tamen bénlai diisuan yigi zud shengyi, houlai faxian liingge rénde
xinggé hé-bu-lai, méifar héhuo zuo shéngyi.
Originally they had planned to go into business together, but later they discovered that
their personalities were not compatible and they could not be partners in business.

o PEAEST B Al RS P A9 T AN AT RS ?
Xinggé waixiang hé xinggé neixiangde liingge rén chii-de-lai ma?
Can two people get along if one is an extrovert and the other an introvert?

oA RIRIET, AT EEERI, WAKTATY, LF R
AhZ . Ta shenglai jid hén pidoliang, weile bimiin réli méfan, ta céngldi b
didban, yé chuande hén pusu.

She is naturally very pretty, so to avoid incurring trouble, she never uses make-up
and also dresses plainly.

14. 7 lido: A~ T chi-bu-liio cannot finish eating; %,7~ 7 miéin-bu-lifo unavoidable
(synonym of %, 7~ 4F miinbude); K7 da-bu-liio at the worst, at most; KR T
chang-bu-lidio can't last long; 467~ T cud-bu-lidio can’t go wrong; &7~ 7 guiin-bu-lisio
out of one’s authority; 57~ 7 déng-bu-lifio can’t wait any longer; 3£, 7~ T si-bu-lifo
non-fatal
¢ EAEBT, EXSME, B MR TR A A
Sange cai goule, didn tai dud dehua, dao shihou chi-bu-lido jiu déi douzhe zou.
Three dishes are enough. If we order too much, when the time comes and we can’t
finish the food, we'll have to carry it away.

¢ ZHTHEGST, KFLRTRES,
Haizi chiigué liixué, fumii mian-bu-lido hui danxin.
When a child goes abroad to study, parents cannot help but worry.
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¢ LFAR T, AR TR, KFLRARZTH, KATH
ZiF LR EBRMEAKAT
Erzi xiding ziji chuangye, suiran youdiin maoxiin, fumii y& bl yinggai ganshe, da-
bu-lido ta jingji-shang youxié stinshi jiushile.
The son wants to establish an enterprise on his own; even though its a bit risky,
his parents shouldn’t interfere; at worst he would just suffer some economic loss.

¢ RBH 2 FHARZRITERRGF, XRRALF P&, £A
4, K R To Tazud shénme shiging dou shi santian diyd liingtian shaiwing, zheici
tiran yao xué shiifa, wo kan yé chang-bu-lido.
Anything he does is a matter of “three days of fishing, two days of sunning the
nets” (three days on and two days off). This time he suddenly wants to study
calligraphy, but I don’t think that will last long either.

o KRHERPME EAY, PTAE LR ZHHAEETR T,
Dajia dou jiao ta “glishén”, suoyl maimai guipiao ting tade cuo-bu-lido.
Everybody calls him the “stock wizard,” so anyone who wants to buy and sell
stocks can’t go wrong if they follow his advice.

¢ BT RT, KERELTT . KARXRBZAT, HIERELEHLN,
JLIN B A ILIME, A LIS 4.
Haizi dale, fumi jiu gudn-bu-lidole. Fumi jiu yinggai fangshou, jiu xiang laohua
shuode, érsiin zi you érsiin fii, mo wei érsiin zud ménia.
When children are grown, parents are no longer in charge. Parents should let go,
just as the old saying goes, children and grandchildren have their own blessings,
don’t be a horse or ox for them.

¢ WETRANSF, REFIATHRELINAT,
Ta déngle ta banian, zuihou déng-bu-lido jiu jiagéi biérén le.
She waited eight years for him, then finally she couldn’t wait any longer and mar-
ried someone else.

¢ B ZTFOHHET, EFZRM: o, ZALT.
Kandao qizi danxinde yangzi, ta xiaozhe anwei ta: “Fangxin, wo si-bu-lido.”

Seeing his wife’s worried face, he smiled and consoled her saying: “Don’t worry. I
won't die”

15. A2 qi: A F~#Z kan-bu-qi to look down on, to disdain; T 7~#Z lifo-bu-qi outstand-
ing, extraordinary
¢ MAZIEAIRE, B AA T RARGARHA AR TAL,

Zuorén yao dongde gianxi, zi yiwéi lido-bu-qide rén hui bei biérén kan-bu-qi.
One must understand the virtue of modesty, a person who thinks he’s a hot shot
will be despised by others.
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16. A2 & qilai: F5AL & dud-qilai to hide; & A2 & kan-qilai the way things look; 3%,
#2 & shuo-qilai when it comes to talking about...; X #2 & zuod-qilai when it comes to
doing...

¢

17.

WMAEZTRTRZE, FhmEREITR, SRETTHRLERT

Ta zuo shéngyi gianle hén dud zhai, haipa zhaizhtu zhdo shangmén lai, jit chimén
duo-qilai le.

He accumulated heavy debts in business and became afraid that his creditors
would come knocking on his door, so he left his home and went into hiding.

IRAARKA S FM, RILEIH LA FRETS?

Ni kan-qilai you xinshi a, zuijin pengdao shénme bii shunxinde shiging le ma?
You look like you've got something on your mind; have you recently run into
some unpleasant problem?

A THFE, ARRIFERTAE, TEELEREERES

Jiao zijide muyu, shud-qilai haoxiang bu nan, késhi zuo-qilai shizai bu réngyi.
Teaching one’s native language may not seem difficult, but when you set about
doing it, it is really not easy.

2 qu: @] 3% paoqu to shave off, excluding; i 4% 2 guodeqi can get by
ERNLJE AR BRI ERAFA LG R, AEFRRS.

Zheijia xidochi-dian méige yuede yingshou paoqu chéngbén hé réngongde feiyong,
chin lirun bing bu tai gao.

The monthly income from this little snack shop, if we deduct operating costs and
labor, the net profit is really not very high.

BMNKEMPNARS, B FHRLFEC, R ETRLTA R,
Women fiiqi lid shouru bu gao, rizi suan shi guo-de-qu ba. Bi shang buzu bi xia youyu.
The income for the two of us husband and wife is not high, just enough to get by,
not quite enough if compared with those who make more, but more than enough
if compared with those who make less.

18. _LE shang: A~ _E kan-bu-shang to find something unappealing; %% _E rinshang
infested with; 3%, 7~ L. shuo-bu-shang not up to being called; i 7~ Lt gu-bu-shang un-
able to attend to; Bt /3L pei-de-shang be able to match, good enough for

¢

WK, MRS BRI ARAEAR L,

Ta shi xiaohua, ér hén duo zhuiqid tade nanshéng ta dou kan-bu-shang.

She is the campus belle, but she is not at all interested in many of the boys who
chase after her.

AFEA TR Xigm & @b e bk &6,
Zai Zhonggué you bushéo aizibing huanzhé shi tongguo shiixue ranshang bingdu de.
Many sufferers of AIDS in China became infected through blood transfusions.
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¢ R A DA LT T, (2 EAEARIE T
Tade niipéngyou shud-bu-shang piaoliang, dan xinggé hén wenréu.
His girlfriend can’t be called a real beauty, but she has a very gentle personality.
¢ RLIEEFRFT, RLOGFHALXAELL,
Ta zuijin gongzuo mangde budélido, jialide shiging shénme dou gu-bu-shang.
He has recently been extremely busy at work, so he’s not been able to deal with
anything at home.

¢ EHRE, fRIFELILE S INA— AR AKF AT
Zai fumii yinli, néng peéi-de-shang nii’érde nanpéngyou yiding déi you zhen bénshi cai xing.
In the eyes of a girl’s parents, any boyfriend worthy of their daughter must have
real ability.

19. _E 5k shanglai: 3T _E & jido-shanglai to submit, to turn in (homework, report, etc.)
¢ FAFZZMM AR ERMGELRKGRE—ANF KT

Xuésheng méi xingqiwii jiao-shanglaide zuoye jit gou wo mang yige zhoumo le.
The homework that students turn in every Friday is enough to keep me busy for
a whole weekend!

20. b % shangqu: 5_E -5 nong-shangqu to get something to go up; & L% kan-
shangqu by the looks of it, seems like

¢ FPARRFH A, ALE—FILERR LT T A
Li Xiaojié hén hui baochi qingchiin, kan-shangqu yididnr yé bii xiang wushisuide rén.
Miss Li really knows how to maintain her youth. Looking at her, she doesn’t look
at all like a fifty-year-old person.

¢ —IFFRRT TR, IMFHEI P R R EE,
Yi kaixué wo jiu xiale juéxin, zhelge xuéqi yao ba Zhongwén-kede chéngji nong-shangqu.
As soon as school began I made up my mind that this semester I would raise my
grade in Chinese.

21. L si: JRILT le-sile extremely happy (Lit. “happy to death”)

¢ ERARIMERE S, RLEL—IPRoE, ARKELT!
Laoban shué wo gongzuo hén niili, yao géi wo fa yige da hongbao, zhén ba wo le-sile!
The boss said that I had worked very hard and he wanted to give me a big red
envelope (a bonus). This made me extremely happy!

22. i@ tong: 8 7~ iA xiding-bu-tong can't figure out, can't see the reason; 5, 7~ i shuo-
bu-tong doesn’t make sense

. Nﬂif? AL —O—EBWMARE, TARKKIZREFH, EA
A Ri8 , Ta juéde ziji yixin-yiyi zhuangidn yingjia, késhi taitai qué yao gen ta
lihiin, ta shizai xidng-bu-tong.

He felt that he devoted himself to earning money to support the family, and yet
his wife wanted to divorce him. He really couldn’t understand it.
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¢ MR K ZIRA FIEG G R TRE, ARG AMNER, X
H K% il . Ta taitai shuo yao gen ta lihiinde liyéu shi ta ba gujia, zai tade
péngyoumen kanlai, zhe génbén shuoé-bu-tong.

His wife said the reason she wants to divorce him is that he didn’t care for the
family, but as his friends saw it, this simply didn’t make sense.

¢ WAL TS X AR LG, SRERZHIE, &5 RGH

7 37 # o Ta tudle hén dud guanxi bang ta gen jingcha shudging, jiégud haishi méi
shuodtong, zuihou zhihéo fule fakuén.

She tried to get many people with guanxi to intercede with the police on her behalf,
but in the end no-one could talk it through for her, and she had to pay the fine.

23. T xia: "~ T chi-bu-xia can’t eat (too full); 3 /3 T zhuang-de-xia can fit in (a
container); /£ /% T zhu-de-xia can accommodate (re housing)

¢ RvLIBT , 4 HRL AT T o W& chibiole, shénme dou chi-bu-xia le.
I have eaten my fill. I can’t eat any more.

¢ INAKNT, BT ENFNAEE, R LIHERT,
Zheige bao tai xidole, chiile zhuang ge shouji hé gianbao, biéde shénme dou zhuang-bu-xia.
This purse is too small. Aside from a cellphone and a wallet, it can’t hold any-
thing else.

¢ MKW EFRK, 2IERFEHRERT.
Tamen jiade fangzi hén da, quanban téngxué qu dou zhu-de-xia.
Their family’s house is very big. All of the classmates from the class could stay there.

24, & xialai: 2 F 5 na-xidlai to attain (a goal or prize); 4~#% T & léngjing-xialai
to calm down; 2~} T & daying-xialai to promise; 3t & pi-xialai to approve (from
above)

¢ FERE AL TREREETET .

\\\\\\

In this match the French team finally captured the world championship.

¢ IRAABTRA—A, Rafodpr B JRALNRLEN?
Ni xian léngjing-xialai xidng-yixiing, qianbao hé huzhao daodi shi zai nali dia de?
First calm down and think, where could you have lost your purse and passport?

¢ MARBMELTART, h— RAFRHEILAFHF I

Since we promised, we definitely must think of a way to take care of this matter.
¢ WBRAI LiEH AP HLATFHTRT, ARMERT!

Ta yaoqia diaodao Shanghai fen-gongside shenqing zhongyu pi-xialaile, zhén ba ta

le-huaile!

His application for transfer to the Shanghai branch office has finally been ap-

proved, making him extremely happy!
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25. T2 xiaqu: 3% T =5 han=xiaqu to continue to muddle through
¢ ARSI TGIRFILT, ARIEEIRNE LRERTET .

Xianzai shéi dou zhidao ta gande huaishir le; kanlai ta zai zheijia gongsili hén nan
hun-xiaqu le.
Now that everyone knows about the awful thing that he did, it looks like it’ll be

hard for him to continue muddling along in this company.
26. 7} xido: "L, 77} chi-bu-xido unable to take

¢ BRI, XFRLEREERGILTFESEE, iR SR
FARPEL R o Zhao Zhongguéde xist, fumil déi géi zhiinbei jichiinde érzi mai
fang mai ché, zhé rang hén dud fumi dou chi-bu-xiao.
According to Chinese custom, parents must buy a house and a car for a son who
is preparing to get married, (but) for a lot parents, this is really hard to take.

27. 7% zhdo: BT~ % shui-bu-zhdo unable to sleep; & % 7 caizhéole guessed correctly
¢ RBIRGE T ok, BREASAREFRETAH.

Wo wanfan-hou héle kafei, wanshang tingzai chuangshang bantian shui-bu-zhao.
I drank coffee after supper, so at night I lay in bed for a long time and couldn’t go
to sleep.

¢ RIEET, WX —KREZ T o Nicaizhdole; ta you yici shiyan le.
You guessed it. Once again he went back on his word.

28. /£ zhi: A ~4E zuod-bu-zhi can't sit still. Z: 7~4£ rén-bu-zha can't resist

¢ MAEPF XK ILI, FADE LG MARRARLTAET, HH
%’ # % 7 . Tade yinjiing you chdng you wiilido, bange xidioshi yihou guanzhong
jiu dou zuo-bu-zhule, féenfen gishén liqule.
His speech was long and boring. After half an hour the audience couldn’t sit still
anymore and one by one got up and left.

¢ EAREBE, TAEMARASL, REFREZZFTHD,
Yishéng bu rang ta héjiti, késhi zai péngyou juhui-shang, ta rén-bu-zhu haishi hele
liangkou.
His doctor doesn’t allow him to drink, but at a gathering with friends, he couldn’t
resist drinking a couple of mouthfuls.



